Cardiomyopathy with arrhythmias and ectodermal dysplasia: a previously unreported association.
Hidrotic ectodermal dysplasia represents a group of congenital or hereditary disorders that involve ectodermal derivatives. It is characterized by partial or complete alopecia, dystrophic nails, and dental abnormalities. Dilated cardiomyopathy has not previously been reported in association with this illness. We report the cases of three children with fatal dilated cardiomyopathy with associated cardiac arrhythmias and ectodermal dysplasia. Laboratory investigations revealed no specific cause for the cardiomyopathy. It is speculated that this association is not simply coincidental.